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Notes on India

In New Jersey Simon experienced some snow, which is rare in India. He sent this photo to his church. 
They were all delighted to see their pastor in this rare element called snow! Most of them have never 
seen snow themselves.

Our associate in India, pastor and evangelist Simon Haqq, was able to visit the 
United States in March. It was a productive and effective trip starting in 
Atlanta, Georgia where he made contact with the leaders of two large 
churches. Then he spent some time in Kansas City, Missouri, where he 
ministered to Christians from Nepal and he was also a featured speaker at the 
Kansas City International House of Prayer.
Then Simon spent almost a week in northern Missouri with the Heartland 
Ministries who sponsored his trip to the United States. It was a wonderful time 
for him to have fellowship with the people at Heartland and other native 
missionaries from around the world.
Following that he was able to preach at the Heritage Assembly of God church 
in Des Moines, Iowa. From there he was invited to speak at the Calvary 
Assembly of God church in Winfield, Missouri, after which he was able to 
spend a few days with me.
He then flew from St. Louis to Newark, New Jersey and interacted with 
brothers and sisters in Christ who were originally from India and Pakistan. In 
fact he spoke at a Punjabi church in New York City. Then he returned home to 
Delhi just in time for Easter. His church was very glad to see him back.

The advertisement of the meeting in the Punjabi church in New York City. Simon is on the upper extreme 
left.

Simon speaking through a translator at the Punjabi church in New York City.

Pastor Mange Singh

You might remember in a previous newsletter I told you that pastor Simon 
Haqq visited a spiritually dark region of North India known as the "land of the 
gods." This region is steeped in Hinduism and at that time there were no 
Christian churches. In fact Simon asked a man on a village street if he knew 
Jesus Christ. The man said, "I've lived here all my life. If you tell me more 
about him maybe I can tell you where he lives."

One of the Congregations In "the Land of the Gods."

Obviously the Gospel was unknown in that region. A man of God, the Rev. 
Mange Singh, took up the challenge along with the support of Simon Haqq 
and his team of supporters from his church in Delhi. They held open air 
meetings in villages and several came to Christ forming the nucleus of new 
churches.

Rev. Singh is an aggressive and tough man of God. He is from this area and 
knows the people well. With his dark sunglasses he looks like a member of the 
Mafia! When he's physically threatened he is not intimidated and will often 
engage attackers, sometimes even physically to an extent. His Christian faith 
has taken him into jail. He's been taken to court, but successfully won the 
charges against him.
Through all this he has planted 26 new churches! These churches primarily 
meet in homes. Now they are actually building their first church building on 
land that was donated to them by Rev. Singh's father, who recently became a 
Christian!
Rev. Singh requested a small digital camera so he could document some of 
the work. So we sent along one with Simon Haqq. Rev. Singh was very happy 
with this camera as you can see in the photo.

Throughout this dark region of Hinduism many are coming to the light of the 
gospel of Christ. You can see in this photo Rev. Singh is in the center 
surrounded by the most recent new believers.

A few days ago Rev. Singh baptized 30 people. This had to be done in a small 
remote stream where it would not be noticed by the radical Hindus who would 
attack them if they saw such a baptism. Though persecuted, the Christians are 
becoming gradually more bold and in some of the villages more accepted than 
before. God is doing a tremendous work through the boldness and courage of 
Rev. Singh and through the support of Simon Haqq and his congregations in 
Delhi.

On a Personal Note

Recently I have been diagnosed with prostate cancer. Fortunately it appears 
that it is early enough to be eradicated. I am having a prostatectomy this 
Tuesday, April 17 at around 1 PM. Please join me in asking God and believing 
for complete healing of the cancer and for no adverse effects from the surgery.

This seems to run in the family with my father having died of prostate cancer at 
age 80. So I contacted my brother Marlon who is about two years younger and 
advised that he be checked. He did and he also has prostate cancer! He will 
likely also have surgery two to three weeks from now. He was featured in a 
previous newsletter which you can read here.

We both appreciate your prayers.

-- Paul Rains
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